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YOUTH SUNDAY 

T he great King sits on his judgement seat, and one by one he 
arranges his subjects, some to his right and some to his left. 

"Come, you whom my Father has blessed" he says to those on 
his right. But alas for those who find themselves excluded from 
this group of the "blessed," those placed on his left. For them 
the eternal fire, cast from his presence forever. 

This is the Gospel passage chosen for today's feast of 
Christ our Universal King, and with it we celebrate Youth Sunday 
and give thanks for all our young people, inviting them to find 
joy in the Good News of Jesus Christ. But can they rejoice when 
they hear of judgment? Can this inspire them (or us) to look 
forward with eager expectation to the ultimate coming of God’s 
Kingdom? 

Fear of judgment can be a paralysing thing. We know we 
are unworthy of God's grace, we know that time after time our 
attempts at offering real, altruistic service to others, are 
doomed to fail out of our human weakness and selfishness. 
How could we ever deserve a place at Christ's right hand? 

One of Britain's earliest claims to fame in Christendom was 
the teaching of the 5th century heretic, Pelagius. He refused to 
acknowledge the way God's Grace leads us onwards and up-
wards to heights we cannot achieve on our own - rather he 
taught that it is by our own efforts and our own achievements 

that we attain salvation, with just the example of Christ to guide 
us on our way. Perhaps so many centuries on, his teaching is 
still in our bones - but it is still heresy. We are saved not by 
achieving greatness, (which pursuit is doomed to failure in most 
of us), but by the Cross of Christ. We need nothing more than to 
believe in that Cross, and to accept the healing grace he offers 
us from there. 

No-one in the Gospel story is praised for great achieve-
ment, or punished for failure. No one is saved by great heroism 
or condemned out of fear. Judgement is by simple things - acts 
that are within the ability of everyone. "If anyone gives so much 
as a cup of cold water to one of these little ones..." (Mt.10:42). 

Our call to receive God's free gift of salvation could not be 
simpler. We must accept the love he brings, we must accept the 
deep truth that, whatever evils exist in our world, Christ is here 
in our midst with healing to share. And where do we find him? 
In grand churches? In great religious leaders? Maybe, but more-
over in the faces of the poor and the needy who surround us - 
in those who call upon us simply to care. And if we accept his 
love, could we then fail to offer some small kindness in return? 

The image of judgment is not given to lead us into fear. 
Rather it calls us to love and to receive love. It is the truly hard 
of heart who need fear a place at the left hand of Christ the 
King. But for them too, here and now, is the call to be changed, 
to be healed by the Cross of him who reigns, and to learn from 
his love. 

DEANERY YOUTH GROUP 
The new group, combining resources of our local parishes, will 
be launched for 11-16 year olds on Saturday 9th December. 
The theme is “something to say” as our young people are in-
vited to break bread (well, pizza!) together, and share ideas of 
what they need at 6/Cut Pizza Co in Monton. There is no 
charge (even the pizza’s free!) but consent forms will be re-
quired, which will be available soon from each parish. 

GRAND CHRISTMAS DRAW 2017 
Prizes, cash and voucher donaMons are requested. There are 
lists at the back of each church for donaMons, and draw ,ckets 
are also available at the back of church. The Draw will take 
place on Sunday December 10th, at 12 noon in the Community 
Hall at Holy Cross. Thank you to our organisers! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Alan, Daniel 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Ashlan, ChrisMna 

OFFERTORY 
Collec,on:  4th 5th November:  See printed version 
  ReMred Clergy Fund: See printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
This week: No reMring collecMon this week 
Next week: SVP monthly collecMon 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr MarMn, a�er Mass or at any convenient Mme 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Christie, Janet, George (age 13), Christopher 
and Clifford, Mary, Lyndsay, Gemma, Peter, Rosa, 
Daniel, Fred, Joan, Sr Moira, John, Jim, Sheila, Sheila, 
Alex, Michael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, 
Eamon, John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, Monica, Ann, 
Malcolm, Harvey, Claire, Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis 
(13 yrs. old), Caitlin (age 12), Loren (age 18), Marie, 
Paddy, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Dennis and 
Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Marga-
ret, Anthony, Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Syl-
via, Joseph, Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Mavis, Maureen, 
Johnny, Robin and Steven, Bernard, Vera, Jack and 
Joan, Kevin.  

Lately Dead: Peter Jackson, Mary Whitney, Margaret 
Donnelly, Francie O’Donnell, Daniel Kelly, Peter Swain-
ston, Sheila Johnson, Sheila Cain, Sidney Walker, Pie-
dade D’Sousa, Philip Walker, Fr Adrian Edwards CSSp, 
Canon Kevin O’Connor, Elvira Vaz. 

Anniversaries: Paula McLernon, Charles Geeney, Ma-
rie Payne, Margaret McElvenny, Mary Gribbin, William 
Richardson, John Sullivan, Edna Smith, Michael and 
Frances Lavin, Patrocinio Gigante, Tom Roddy, Thom-
as Wilde, Frank Smith, John Fagan, Walter Parkes, 
Thomas Peters. 

Remembrance: Agnes Geeney, Marie Payne. 

We also pray: for world peace, for Bishop John and 
the restructuring of our diocese, for the housebound 
and those in hospital, nursing and residential homes, 
and for a  number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr MarMn A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmarMn@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Tue, 10am-3pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other Mmes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  Enquiries to Steve Jackson or Marie Twemlow 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and Coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma;hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 27th November) 

Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

   7.30pm Music rehearsal for Christmas—new members welcome 

Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma;hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 
Wednesday:  8.45am Exposi,on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 

   7.30pm Hope in the Future Steering Group—first meeMng in the Parish MeeMng Room at Holy Cross 

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma;hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Service and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  No Confessions at St Ma hew’s this week 
6.00-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

CHRISTMAS AT OUR PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
Holy Cross and All Saints: “Christmas Café” on 8th Decem-
ber from 2-4pm. Tea/coffee/mince pies and music from the 
school choir. All welcome! 

St Gilbert’s: Parish Christmas Dinner on 12th December at 
11.30am. Admission by Mcket only, for catering purposes—
please contact the school directly, or Anne-Marie Horrocks 
at Holy Cross church, to reserve your free ,cket. 

CAFOD WORLD GIFTS 
Last week, amongst other things, we distributed CAFOD 
“World Gi�s” catalogues, inviMng you to consider giving 
some different kinds of Christmas gi� to loved ones who 
don’t really need more “things.” The idea is, that we spend 
the money on a gi� which will be of real value to someone 
in the developing world, and then give our loved one, in-
stead, a card which says what benefit that gi� will bring.  
AT MASS LAST SATURDAY, SOMEONE HAD A GREAT IDEA...  
What if, besides considering individual gifts, we tried collect-
ing at church as well, for those who found the gifts in the 
catalogue perhaps a little too pricey?  
THEN THE PASTORAL COMMITTEE DISCUSSED IT FURTHER... 
We considered goats and pigs, (like you do...), but then 
thought: what if we set this as a parish challenge, to buy 
one of the most expensive gi@s as a collecMve effort? 

NOW, THE CHALLENGE! 
Starting next week, the first Sunday of Advent, we will aim to 
collect £750 to purchase a Community Water Supply, as our 
gift to a community in desperate need. Are we up for it?? 

KNITTING CLUB AT ST MATTHEW’S 
Would some of our older people like to meet, on a regular 
basis, at the back of St Ma hew’s Church for kniVng, a cup 
of tea and a chat? We will see what arrangement best suits 
you, and aim to begin before Christmas. Please speak to Fr 
MarMn (who will not be doing any kniVng…) 

HOPE IN THE FUTURE PROGRAMME 
Our steering group should be set up in Mme for a first 
meeMng on Wednesday this week, at 7.30pm in the meeMng 
room at Holy Cross. Any more expressions of interest would 
sMll be welcome. (Forms at the back of church). Thank you. 

LIFTS TO SUNDAY MASS AT HOLY CROSS 
Thank you to our volunteer helpers — any one else willing 
to chaperone or to drive the minibus, please speak to (or 
email) Fr MarMn. We really could do with more help! (And 
please speak to Fr MarMn or Sr Jenny if you would like a li�). 

MINIBUS OUTINGS 
This a�ernoon (Sunday 26th November): “Chocolate Bingo” 
at Ss Peter and Paul’s, 2-4pm. Poster with details at the back 
of Church. We leave from the Holy Cross Hall (rear) car 
park at 1.30pm — 3 places sMll remain at Mme of prinMng. 

Trip to Bents Garden Centre — postponed unMl spring, as 
things are currently very crowded and busy over there. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Tuesday 5th December, 12.30-3.00pm at Boysnope Golf 
Club. Please arrive between 12 noon and 12.20pm, for the 
meal to begin at 12.30 prompt. If enough people require 
transport from Holy Cross or St Ma hew’s, we will consider 
using the minibus. Contact Veronica via the parish office. 


